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(vii) For the purposes of this Act the number of European
male adults, as ascertained at the census of nineteen
hundred and four, shall be taken to be—
For the Cape of Good Hope      .      .   167,546
-      For Natal	34,784
For the Transvaal     ....   106,493
For the Orange Free State        .      .     41,014
Qualifica-     35.—(1) Parliament may by law prescribe the qnalifica-
voters.     tions which shall be necessary to entitle persons to vote
at the election of members of the House of Assembly, but
no such law shall disqualify any person in the province of
the Cape of Good Hope who, under the laws existing in the
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope at the establishment of
the Union, is or may become capable of being registered as
a voter from being so registered in the province of the Cape
of Good Hope by reason of his race or colour only, unless
the Bill be passed by both Houses of Parliament sitting
together, and at the third reading be agreed to by not less
than two-thirds of the total number of members of both
Houses.1 A Bill so passed at such j oint sitting shall be taken
to have been duly passed by both Houses of Parliament.
1 Pew questions presented greater difficulties than the question of the
native vote.   In the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony the franchise
could only be exercised by white men, and in Natal, though natives could
get on the register, there were such impediments in the way that in fact
they hardly ever voted.   In Cape Colony, on the other hand, under an
educational qualification, considerable numbers of natives exercised the
vote* Neither the Transvaal nor the Orange Free State, nor Natal, would
have been willing to enfranchise the natives, more especially as in the
two former manhood suffrage among the whites prevailed.   Cape Colony
•was determined not to take the retrograde step of disfranchising the natives,
and such action would have excited deep distrust and indignation in
England.   In this state of things the only course was to let each province
pursue its own method; and while giving the Union Parliament power
over the future, to safeguard the Cape Colony position by requiring a
two-thirds majority at a joint sitting of both Houses.   Moreover, any Bill
altering the position is required by the Royal Instruction to be reserved,
and such reservation would in this subject be no mere formality. It may
be added that the only respect in which the native position is made worse by
the Act is that they may not sit in the Union Parliament, whereas they
were eligible, though never in fact elected, to that of Cape Colony.

